Honorable guests, Respected Ladies and Gentlemen: 
Assalam-o-Alekuim. Wa Rahmat-ullah-i-wa Barakatuhu
May Peace and Blessing be with you. This is a traditional Islamic way of greeting each other. Jesus often used to say: Peace be unto you (Book of Luke chapter 23 verse 36 (KJV), Rather the exact wording actually used by Jesus too was “Shalom Aleichem: John chapter 20 verses 19, 21, 26. 
The word Islam literally means peace and submission to the will of God, which is the same as the Hebrew word Shalom meaning Peace, with a special connotation of Soundness and wholesomeness. In fact, Allah Himself is PEACE. Therefore, Peace is so dear to Muslims that they greet each other saying “Assalam-o-alaikum – Peace be upon you”. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It will be worth mentioning here, that the first person to call himself a Muslim was none other than Prophet Abrahim, in fact a person will not become a Muslim unless he believes in all prophets including Jesus. (Peace be upon them all).
In the world that we live in today, Islam unfortunately, out of all religions, has become the most misunderstood faith and nobody else is to be blamed for that other than some ignorant Muslims who, assume themselves to be the champions of Islam and with false pride they end up doing things that Islam never allowed them in the first place, and the religions intellectuals failed to introduce Islam to the world in a matter of fact way (as they should have).  
Ignorance has become a norm in this world. It is spread on a wide scale, and the biggest tool of Ignorance is “Generalization.” i.e. if a person commits a crime, or does something wrong, then not only that person is to be blamed, but his entire community and religion is attacked, and its followers become victims of ignorance, and hatred. 
Let us look back at our history: 
For centuries the two faith communities (i.e. Muslims and Christians) have managed to coexist peacefully. Islam has recognized Christianity as a sister Abrahamic Faith. Their places of worship have been respected, freedom of worship accorded and lives and properties protected. Islam not only gave non-Muslims freedom to retain their religion, but it also allowed them to practice their ceremonies and preserved their places of worship.   W. Montgomery Watt acknowledges this by saying, and I quote:
	“On the whole there was more genuine toleration of non-Muslims under Islam, than there was of non-Christians in Medieval Christians states.” The Prophet of Islam (SAW) prevented Muslims from disturbing Christian clergymen in their Hermitages, and advised them to honor their rights, and respect their religion. A covenant signed by the prophet Muhammed, Peace and Blessing be upon him, with the Christian of St. Catherine in Mount Sinai is the prime example of Islamic view point of religious tolerance and “Freedom of Worship”. (Some of the highlights of this covenant). 
1. There is no compulsion on them (Christians). Neither their judges are to be removed from their jobs nor their monks from their monasteries.
2. No one is to destroy, damage or carry anything from their houses of worship. Their churches are protected and will not be prevented from repairing them.
3. No one is to force them to travel or oblige them to fight; in fact Muslims are to fight for them to protect them.  
4. If a female Christian is married to (wants to marry) a Muslim it is not to take place without her approval, she is not to be prevented from following her religion and visiting her church to pray. 
5. He strongly warned “Beware”, whoever is cruel and hard on a non-Muslim minority, or curtails their rights or burdens them more than they can bear, or takes anything from them against their free will, I (Muhammad) will complain against that person on the day of Judgement as a prosecution witness. 
Ladies and Gentlemen:
With this perspective in mind, we should (define) principles of unity of mankind and mutual coexistence of different cultures and faiths. 
The Holy Quran makes it clear leaving no room for any doubt that the Muslims have to regard Torah, Psalms and the Gospel as books of God, revealed unto Moses, David and Jesus, respectively (May God send his blessings on them all), and that Muslims should believe in these and in all books of God without exception. They should also believe in all prophets like Prophet Muhammad.
Beside Abrahim as the common ancestor of all believers there are many beliefs and values which are common in Muslims and people of the Book. In many verses of the Quran, Muslims are advised not to make any distinction or division among prophets:(Quran addresses Jews and Christians with respect and honors them by calling as the “People of the Books”).  Chapter 2 verse136 in Quran says;
“Say (O, Muslims): We believe in Allah and that which is revealed unto us and that which was revealed unto Ibrahim, and Ishmael, and Isaac, and Jacob, and the tribes, and that which Moses and Jesus received, and that which the prophets received from their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them, and unto Him we have surrendered” (2:136).
Therefore, our interdependent coexistence must be at the back of our minds, at all times. The need to educate our people on the proprieties of coexistence and the embracing of differences with dignity and respect should be our top priority. Our efforts should focus on finding area of convergence and not diversion. 
Let me highlight some common beliefs and areas of convergence between Islam and Christianity:
1. Both believe that there is only one Supreme Being “God” who is the “Creator” and “Sustainer” of the universe. 
2. Both believe in prophets sent by God, such as Noah, Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, Soloman, John the Baptist and Jesus.
3. Both believe in following the teachings of Prophets and Holy Scriptures including Torah (Old Testament of Bible) and the Gospel (New Testament). 
4. Both believe that Mary the mother of Jesus, was a virgin, therefore Jesus was born miraculously without a male intervention by the Spirit of God.
5. Both believe that Jesus Christ is a Messiah and performed many Miracles like
a. Raising the dead to life
b. Healing the blind and leopards
c. Speaking in the cradle as an infant
d. Making the birds from clay alive and fly them away with Gods permission.
6. Both believe in Day of Judgement and that there is Hell and Paradise. 
7. We both also believe that Jesus Christ will return to the earth by descending from Heaven, and will fill the earth with Peace, Justice, Love, and Tranquility. The Quran is definite in its assertion that Jesus is alive and that he will come back again to this world miraculously and will bring peace and happiness by uniting Christians and Muslims in a common religion and Morality. This is Gods great and wonderful promise and there is no doubt it will be fulfilled.  Why should we not then start preparing ourselves for the occasion?
These are some of the common grounds and beliefs on the basis of which we can start building bridges by promoting mutual understanding, Tranquility, and Peace.
Among many wonderful narrations of the Holy Prophet I have come across this beautiful Jewel which simply says, “Shall I not inform you of a better act than fasting, charity and Prayers? It is making Peace among mankind: (Remember that) Enmity and malice tear up heavenly rewards by the roots.”
Quran emphasizes and demands equality in the following terms: as mentioned in Quran chapter 46 verse13.
	“O, mankind, we have created you from a male and a female and have made you into nations and tribes for you to know one another, truly the noblest of you with God is the most pious, Truly God is All knowing, All Aware.” 
Human Life has been attributed with a tremendous value. Quran says,
	“Whoever kills a soul, it is as if he killed all of Humanity, and whoever saves it, it is as if he saved the entire mankind.”
My Dear Brothers and Sisters:
	Violence has no religion, ethnicity or morality. In fact, it reflects hatred, division, and betrayal of our basic Human rights. In violence we forget who we are and what our ethical and religious obligations are. What is happening around us these days is beyond comprehension and put our heads down with shame as human beings. Isn’t it time for us all, especially the people of the book for a serious introspection and deep reflection towards our religious obligations? 
We need to stand firm together and form an alliance of virtues that will combat and deal justly with the root causes of problems and not just the symptoms. We all know that issue is not too much religion, but it is too little good religion. 
The task is awesome but not easy, and we should not be shy or afraid of our duties as bridge builders and peace makers. To do this effectively, we should dig deep in the teachings of our faiths, with courage and sincerity, with devotion and justice, with respect and compassion, tolerance and patience, and above all with deep and heart felt conviction for this job. Always remember that Service of Man is Service of God. 
Brothers and Sisters: 
Without divine guidance, and revealed truth that we share in common, human laws lack force of conviction, and only the divine moral laws can lead to universal peace, and mould human conduct for international brotherhood and love. These moral laws can be recognized by human minds only, if the minds are untarnished of all kinds of pride and prejudice and are filled with love, humility, and devotion with sincerity. Let us do it now.
Thank you very much for being patient. May God bless you all. 
